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SUBJECT: SPANISH EOREIGN MINISTER DE AREILZA SEES EC COMMISSIONO 
OFEICIALS 

REE: EC BRUSSELS 544 

1 . EOLLOWING A MEETING WITH EC COMMISSION PRESIDENT ORTOLI 
FEBRUARY 17, DE AREILZA MET THE PRESS HE MADE NO STATEMENT BUT 
IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

2. HE SAID HIS MEETING WITH PRESIDENT ORTOLI HAD BEEN USEEUL 

IN PSYCHOLOGICAL TERMS. HE HAD USED THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLAIN 
THE INTENTIONS OE SPAIN'S NEW MONARCH EURING THE NEXT YEARS. 

3. SPAIN, HE SAID,HAS NOT APPLIED EOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY.. 

DE ATEILZA IS IN THE PROCESS OF VISITING THE CAPITALS OE EACH 

OF THE NINE MEMBER STATES WHERE HE WILL ALSO EXPLAIN SPAIN'S 
DEMOCRATIZATION PROGRAM. 

HE EXPECTS HIS TOUR TO BE OVER AT THE END OF MARCH, AT WHICH TIME THE 
COMMUNITY AND SPAIN WILL EACH ASSESS THE SITUATION TO SEE IF 
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IMPORTANT REFORMS SPAIN HAD ALREADY MADE, BUT HE ADDED THAT 
AT THE PRESENT,THE COMMUNITY WOULD HAVE TO JUDGE SPAIN ON 
ITS INTENTIONS FOR EXAMPLE,IT WOULD BE IMPOSSILE TO HOLD 
ELECTIONS IN SPAIN RIGHT NOW,SINCE THERE IS NOT EVEN AN 
ELECTORAL LAW AND IT WILL TAKE A YEAR OR A YEAR AND A HALF TO 
PUT ONE INTO EFFECT. 

4. DE AREILZA RECOGNIZED THAT WHEN AND IF NEGOTIATIONS DO 
BEGIN, THEY WOULD BE LONG AND ARDUOUS THERE WERE A NUMBER OF 
VERY DIFFICULT ISSUES,PARTICULARLY IN THE AGRICULTURAL 

SECTOR. SPAIN WAS,HOWEVER,THE TENTH RANKING INDUSTRIAL COUNTRY IN 
THE WESTERN WORLD AND WAS,HE SAID,BETTER 

PREPARED ECONOMICALLY THAN DENMARK OR IRELAND FOR COMMUNITY 
MEMBERSHIP ONCE THE NEGOTIATIONS WERE COMPLETED,SPAIN 
WOULD EXPECT TO JOINT THE COMMUNITY WITH ONLY A NORMAL 
TRANSITION PERIOD. A SO- CALLED PRE-MEMBERSHIP PERIOD,SUCH 
AS HE UNDERSTOOD THE COMMISSION HAD PROPOSED IN THE GREEK 
CASE WOULD NOT BE A USEFUL FORMULA FOR SPAIN. 

5. DE AREILZA SAID THE SPANISH WERE NOT INTERESTED IN 
REOPENING THE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS THAT WERE SUSPENDED BY THE EC 
IN OCTOBER HE WISHES TO SEE THE 1970 AGREEMENT BROADENED 

TO COVER THE THREE NEW COMMUNITY MEMBERS,BUT ANY NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN THE TRADE AGREEMENT WILL HAVE TO BE 
CONDUCTED IN A STILL-TO-BE-DEFINEDFLEXIBLE FRAMEWORK.M 
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